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                The Gifts of the Spirit            DOCTRINE 

 
 
Overview: 
What does it mean to walk with God through daily life?  Part of such a daily walk id living in light of the 
truths of the Gospel and choosing to obey the commands God has given us.  But no understanding of our 
identity is complete without understanding that we have been given a specific, unique, necessary gift by 
God - that through our lives God will actually manifest a facet of Himself.  A Christian who wants to bear 
much fruit for God must know that he or she has a spiritual gift, and know what that gift means - and 
doesn't mean - in the church. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. What is a "spiritual gift?" 

A. A spiritual gift is a manifestation of 
God's Spirit.  
I Cor. 12:7 

 

B. A spiritual gift is an expression of 
God's grace. 

 
 
II.    How do they affect what we do? 

A. There are many different ways 
spiritual gifts express themselves. 
I Cor. 12:4-6, 14 

  
B. The Bible gives several lists of 

spiritual gifts 
Rom. 12:6-8; I Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11 

  
 C.   No gift is given to all believers. 
   I Cor. 12:29-31  
 
III.   Who gets a spiritual gift? 
 A. Every Christian.  

I Cor. 12:7 
 

 B. We may get different gifts in the 
course of our lives. 
I Cor 12:31 

 
IV.    How do they impact the life of the 
church? 

A. Everyone is necessary. 
1. Application: Every person on 

our Small Group has a part in 
its success.   

 
 
 
 

B. No one is sufficient alone 
1. Application: No leader will be 

empowered by God to do 
everything. 

 
C. Through our gifts God's intent is to 

make each person of equal value here 
on earth. 
I Cor. 12:24-25  
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Supporting Material: 
 
(Rom 12:3-8)  For by the grace 
given me I say to every one of 
you;  Do  not think of yourself 
more highly than you ought, but 
rather think of yourself with sober 
judgment, in accordance with the 
measure of faith God has given 
you.  [4] Just as each of us has one 
body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the 
same function, [5] so in Christ we 
who are many form on body, and 
each member belongs to all the 
others. [6] We have different gifts, 
according to the grace given us.  If 
a man's gift is prophesying, let 
him use it in proportion to his 
faith.  [7] If it is serving, let him 
serve; if it is teaching, let him 
teach; [8] if it is encouraging, let 
him encourage; if it is 
contributing to the needs of 
others, let him give generously; if 
it is leadership, let him govern 
diligently; if it is showing mercy, 
let him do it cheerfully. 
 
(1 Cor 12)  Now about spiritual 
gifts, brothers, I do not want you 
to be ignorant. [2] You know that 
when you were pagans, somehow 
or other you were influenced and 
led astray to mute idols.  [3] 
Therefore I tell you that no one 
who is speaking by the Spirit of 
God says, "Jesus be cursed," and 
no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," 
except by the Holy Spirit. [4] 
There are different kinds of gifts, 
but the same Spirit.  [5] There are 
different kinds of service, but the 
same Lord. [6] There are different 
kinds of working but the same 
God works all of them in all men. 
[7] Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given 
for the common good. [8] To one 
there is given through the Spirit 
the message of wisdom, to another 
the message of knowledge by the 
means of the same Spirit, [9] to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healing by that 
one Spirit, [10] to another 
miraculous powers, to another 
prophecy, to another 

distinguishing between spirits, to 
another speaking in different 
kinds of tongues, and to still 
another the interpretation of 
tongues. [11] All these are the 
work of one and the same Spirit, 
and he gives them to each one, 
just as he determines. [12] The 
body is a unit, though it is made 
up of many parts; and though all 
its parts are many, they form one 
body.  So it is with Christ. [13] 
For we were all baptized by on 
Spirit into one body-whether Jews 
or Greeks, slave or free-and we 
were all given the on Spirit to 
drink. [14] Now the body is not 
made up of one part but of many. 
[15] If the foot should say, 
"Because I am not a hand, I do not 
belong to the body," it would not 
for that reason cease to be part of 
the body. {16} And if the ear 
should say, "Because I am not 
eye, I do not belong to the body," 
it would not for that reason cease 
to be part of the body.  [17] If the 
whole body were an eye, where 
would the sense of hearing be?  If 
the whole body were an ear, 
where woule the sense of smell 
be?  [18] But in fact God has 
arranged the parts in the body, 
every one of them, just as he 
watned them to be.  [19] If they 
were all on epart, where would the 
body be? [20] As it is, there are 
many parts, but one body. [21] 
The eye cannot say to the hand, "I 
don't need you!" And the head 
cannot say to the feet, "I don't 
need you!" [22] On the contrary, 
those parts of the body that seem 
to be weaker are indispensable, 
[23] and the parts that we think 
are less honorable we treat wit 
special honor.  And the parts that 
are unpresentable are treated with 
special modesty, [24] while our 
presentable parts need no special 
treatment.  But God has combined 
the members of the body and has 
given greater honor to the parts 
that lacked it, [25] so that there 
should be no division in the body, 
but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other. [26] If one 

part suffers, every part suffers 
with it; if one part is honored, 
every part rejoices with it. [27] 
Now you are the body of Christ, 
and each one of you is a part of it. 
[28] And in the church God has 
appointed first of all apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers, 
then workers of miracles, also 
those having gifts of healing, 
those able to help others, those 
with gifts of administration, and 
those speaking in different kinds 
of tongues. [2] Are all apostles? 
Are all prophets?  Are all 
teachers?  Do all work miracles? 
[30] Do all have gifts of healing? 
Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret?  [31] But eagerly desire 
the greater gifts.  And now I will 
show you the most excellent way. 
 
(Eph 4:11-12)  It was he who 
gave some to be apostles, some to 
be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be 
pastors and teachers, [12] to 
prepare God's people for the 
works of service, so that the body 
of Christ may be built up. 
 
(1 Pet 4:10-11)  Each one should 
use whatever gift he has received 
to serve others, faithfully 
administering God's grace in its 
various forms. [11] If anyone 
speaks, he should do it as one 
speaking the very words of God.  
If anyone serves, he should do it 
with the strength God provides, so 
that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ.  To 
him be the glory and the power 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
  
 
 


